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It’s not surprising that when you have issues with two of nature’s most basic life support systems, fire and water, you
have two BIG problems.

Three years after merging law enforcement with Santa Clara to create the SCI (Santa Clara/Ivins) Police Department the
decision was made by both City Councils to do the same thing with fire and EMS services. Law enforcement remained
under the management of Ivins City so when the fire and EMS merger occurred to create SCIF it fell under Santa
Clara’s management. The agreements require that each city pays its proportionate share for the services based on
population, and regular reports are provided from both agencies to both City Councils. In each case, however, the
budgets are prepared and oversight including hiring of personnel is provided by the managing city.

There were periods of adjustment following both mergers but generally speaking services remained good at a
significantly lower cost to both cities. At the time of the first merger, Ivins City did not have a facility adequate to
house the expanded police department so Santa Clara graciously provided a temporary headquarters for them in their
City Hall until our old City Hall building could be remodeled to house them. That has now been accomplished and the
move has been made.

When It came to fire and EMS services the decision was made to use and fully staff the most central station on Rachael
Drive as the main facility. A new Fire Chief Andy Parker was recently hired who was tasked with creating a long term
plan to provide the best service possible to both cities. He will present that plan to our City Council in June. He
recognizes the immediate need to provide reliable equipment and a full time staff for two main stations in the immediate
future, the second being our Center Street station that has for the last two years only housed backup equipment and
daytime management personnel. As a result, the response times have increased to certain areas of our city, and
particular parts of Kayenta.

That’s a problem! Kayenta may be more vulnerable than other areas in either city to wildfire
and in a drought season like we’re experiencing again this year, the risk of fire is a big
concern. Historically the Ivins City Fire Department was a volunteer based organization and
functioned very well thanks to the dedicated volunteers that supported it. Over time training
requirements and other regulations have made it more difficult to sustain a department like the
one we had. Volunteers and part time personnel are still a vital part of SCIF, but just as
conversions to mostly full time professional fire departments are occurring nearly
everywhere, Andy is recruiting full time firefighters to ultimately man two facilities with full
time professional cross trained personnel. Those highly trained professionals are hard to find
in today’s world so a lot of the training has to occur in house after the hire. Andy is recruiting
to fill three full time positions right now to complete the staffing of the Rachael Drive station
and will be repeating that process again in the next few months for our Center Street station.

In the meantime we have a service gap that Andy is trying to figure out how to fill. Unfortunately there are no quick
fixes but there is a well conceived long term plan to improve coverage in both cities including ultimately a new fire
station in each city nearer our current outlying areas.
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Water, or the lack thereof in our case, presents a whole
different set of problems. For many years the Lake Powell
Pipeline (LPP) was the Washington County Water
Conservancy District’s (WCWCD) long term solution to our
growing shortage, but with the prolonged severe drought
resulting in Colorado River flows diminishing, Lake Powell
and Lake Mead levels dropping to historic lows and most
recently the Lower Basin States’ filing legal challenges
against the project, the likelihood of it being built in the near
future if at all is miniscule.

In response WCWCD has refocused their
efforts on improved conservation and fully
developing our reuse capacity in the county
by building a regional secondary water
system including adding at least three new
storage reservoirs two of which will be in or
near Ivins.

Cities like Las Vegas have been forced to do these same
things as they have quickly grown and they have
significantly added to their system capacity by using these
measures. As part of the District plan, each city has been
asked to adopt an outdoor water conservation ordinance that
seriously restricts water use in new developments. Ours will
likely be adopted this month and will put in place several
landscape-related restrictions and other requirements
intended to reduce water consumption in new homes and
businesses.

Recognizing their limited current water supply the District
will soon adopt a policy of providing “will serve letters” to
developers according to a very specific process that will
guarantee water for their projects. Cities like ours will no
longer guarantee water to any new development as part of
the subdivision platting process. That vesting will only be
obtainable through the District. It appears that each
participating city will be allocated its proportionate share of
the District’s remaining available hook-ups or ERCs
according to a formula based on population and perhaps
other factors like remaining available developable land or
recent development patterns. Each “will serve letter”
assigned to a development within a city will reduce the
remaining available hook-ups within that city by the number
of lots in that project.

It is hoped that this will be a temporary requirement because
as conservation kicks in thereby reducing the amount of
water that the District must commit to each ERC, and as
new reuse related projects come on line in the next few
years thus increasing our available supply presumably the
number ERCs available to each city will increase over time.
FYI, Ivins City currently leads the County in that reserve
standard at .59 acre foot per ERC so good for you. Please
do all you can to help us deal with both of these big
problems. I suggest that you check out the wildfire
mitigation power point on the City website at ivins.com that
explains what you can do to harden your home against fire,
and please conserve all the water you can by irrigating your
landscapes less often and carefully monitoring your indoor
use. Thank you.

http://www.ivins.com/
mailto:sallen@ivins.com
mailto:kjimenez@ivins.com


June 2022, Vol. 22 Issue 6

Page 4

Utility Payment Drop Box

Main Branch
Santa Clara

Satellite Post Office
Ivins

City Hall
Animal Services
Building/Zoning
Justice Court
Parks & Recreation
Police Dispatch
SCI Public Safety

Santa Clara
Public Works

Post Office

55 N Main (Northwest Side of Building)

IMPORTANT NUMBERSIIIIMMMMPPPPOOOORRRRTTTTAAAANNNNTTTT NNNNUUUUMMMMBBBBEEEERRRRSSSSIMPORTANT NUMBERS
435-628-0606
435-634-1049
435-634-9753
435-634-5728
435-634-7719
435-634-5730

435-652-1122
435-634-0689

435-628-2112

435-628-1381

325 N Landfill Road, Washington, UT
Monday - Friday: 7 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Saturday: 7 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
http://www.wcsw.org/

Washington County Landfill

575 E Brigham Road, St. George, UT
Monday - Friday: 7 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday: 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Tree branches and yard green waste (no
palm leaves)

Reuse Center

https://www.vistautah.com/after-school-programs
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CRIME PREVENTION REMINDERSCRIME PREVENTION REMINDERS



Ivins No-Kill Animal Supporters (INKAS) is a 501(c)3 organization
and a Registered Utah Charity. It was founded in 2010 with the
mission of providing support to Ivins Animal Shelter and Adoption
Center, now the Santa Clara-Ivins Animal Shelter. In 2006 our shelter
became the first no-kill municipal shelter in the state of Utah.
Maintaining a no-kill shelter, as opposed to one the euthanizes animals
after a set period of time, is more costly because the animals needs
must be met at the shelter until they are reclaimed by their owners,
adopted or transferred to an animal rescue organization. Through a
memorandum of understanding with Ivins City, INKAS provides
support through veterinary care, specialty foods and other needed
supplies. Funds are raised through the sale of merchandise at various
local events and through the donations of many generous animal
lovers. You can help by designating INKAS as your charity on
Amazon Smile or by donating on our website: inkas4pets.org.
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Please watch your step
on our local trails and

keep your animals'
leashed.

Tuacahn Market
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SSeepptteemmbbeerr 99 aanndd 1100September 9 and 10

Be sure to follow our Facebook page, Ivins City Parks and
Recreation – Public Works,

@IvinsCityParksandPublicWorks for more updates and
excitement!
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It is no news to say that Utah is “Earthquake Country”. One of the most recent significant earthquakes to have occurred in
Southern Utah was one centered in Washington City. On September 2, 1992 at 4:36 a.m., a 5.9 magnitude event shook all of
Washington County area for 11 seconds. The St. George area including Ivins suffered minor structural damage, but surprisingly
the worst damage occurred 27 miles away in Springdale where landslides were triggered and three homes were destroyed along
with some damaged roads and other minor infrastructure.

Prior to that, the most notable earthquake in this region was a 6.0 magnitude earthquake that occurred in Pine Valley in 1902.
Earthquakes are actually quite rare in Southern Utah when compared to Northern Utah and even more so to Southern California,
but there is a large active fault system that runs through Washington and Hurricane area called the Hurricane Fault System.
There is also a less active fault system west of Ivins running through the Gunlock area. It might be relieving to know that no
known fault system exist in Ivins City, but experience from the 1992 Washington earthquake indicates that we should remain
informed and prepared. A “big one” could cause much damage in Ivins. The city has areas that are susceptible to liquefaction in
addition to hazards from rock falls and landsides in areas around the Red Mountain or other steep slopes.

There is some great information on the Internet if you want to find out more about earthquakes. First, you can go to
http://earthquake.usgs.gov if you want to look up nearly real-time information on recent earthquakes. Next, the Utah Geological
Survey has published a handbook on earthquakes and safety preparedness measures. You can view this document by googling:
“Putting Down Roots in Earthquake Country Handbook”.

Here are a handful of tips summarized from the handbook to get you started on
preparedness:
Step 1: Identify potential hazards in your home and begin to fix them – Secure
hanging objects, tall heavy furniture, and loose heavy collectibles or other loose
objects.
Step 2: Create a disaster-preparedness plan – Know what you will do, how you
will respond, and how you will communicate during and after an earthquake.
Step 3: Prepare disaster supply kits – Personal disaster kits as well as household
disaster kits are recommended with many emergency items such as first aid
supplies, flashlights, medical information, and a 3 to 5 day supply of drinking
water and food.
Step 4: Identify your building’s potential weakness and begin to fix them –
Building codes have improved over time and will protect newer homes from
most earthquakes, however, older buildings especially those with portions
constructed of unreinforced masonry may need retrofit.
Step 5: Protect yourself during shaking – Drop, cover, and hold on. If you are not
near a desk or table, drop to the floor against an interior wall and protect your
head and neck.
Step 6: After the earthquake, check for injuries and damage – Check your family
for injuries then check for fire, gas leaks, electrical hazards, falling items, spills,
and damaged masonry. You may need to go to a shelter if your home is seriously
damaged.
Step 7: When safe, continue to follow your disaster-preparedness plan – Always
be safe and take care of family’s immediate needs first then follow your disaster-
preparedness plan.
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