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Continued on next page...

Having recently celebrated Memorial Day, I’d like to inform you of an effort underway to place a
Veteran’s Memorial Monument in the Ivins Cemetery. The idea was presented to the City Council
earlier this year by Laela Gaylord who, with the help of Tiffany Martineau and others, is the prime
mover on the project. The Council agreed to make space available on the north end of the cemetery and
local architect Steve Corry has volunteered his time and expertise to design the memorial. His concept 

plan was presented to the Council recently and was approved. It is a stunning tribute to Veterans from  all branches of the
military that will fit beautifully in the allocated long narrow space above the northernmost drive with our Big Red Mountain
in the background. As presently planned the name of every Ivins Veteran will be engraved on one of a series of stone
monuments representing the various branches of service.
Laela has taken on a monumental task in putting this project together. Beyond getting it designed and approved it also
involves raising the money to build it. At present the plan is to offer engraved bricks that will be placed at the base of the
monuments that could bear the name of the donor or another short statement. We will publish information in future
newsletters as it becomes available and I hope you’ll want to participate. A big thank you goes out to Laela and her team
from all of us.
While I’m on the topic of the cemetery, burial plots have sold rapidly over the last few years
forcing the development of another large section that is still in process. It will be very
different from the existing traditional grass covered sections. Under the Council’s direction,
in order to conserve water Benny Sorensen and his Parks Supervisor Joseph Rawlinson have
conceived, designed and are developing the new grassless section that’s unlike anything I’ve
seen. With its tree lined walkways complete with meditation benches it is far more inviting
than one might guess. I think it will become a pattern for future cemetery development in the
desert southwest. Burial and Cremation plots are available and are already selling in this
newly developed area.
Only enough land remains available at the current Ivins Cemetery site for another section or two to be developed before we
will run out of room. Anticipating that day, Ivins City is in the process of acquiring eighty acres of BLM land south of Old
Highway 91 under a “Recreation and Public Purposes” (R&PP) grant. A section of that land is intended to be used for a
second cemetery. The terrain is rocky and sloped so it will take a lot of fill material and hard work to make it usable for that
purpose, but it is a beautiful setting and in the years ahead I think it will be a desirable place for a cemetery. No doubt Benny
and his staff will employ all the good ideas they’re using in the new section they’re working on now to create both a
beautiful and water wise future cemetery that will fill the future needs of the city through buildout.

We see evidence of the good work of our Parks and Recreation Staff all around us. It certainly shows in our well maintained
parks and streetscaping But the artistry and thoughtfulness they exhibit on the projects that are delegated to them is
remarkable. From Fire Lake Park to improvements at the Ivins Cemetery to the landscaping around our new City Hall the
impressive landscape designs, the beautiful retaining walls and the artistic use of native vegetation requiring little to no
water are a real credit to the city.

Memorial
Article by: Chris Hart, Mayor



june Agenda Items
The following are some of the topics that may be discussed at
the June Planning Commission and City Council meetings. 
 This is not a complete list and the complete agendas will be
posted on the website www.ivins.com a few days prior to the
meetings.  Agendas may be amended up to 24 hours prior to
a meeting.  Check the website the day before the scheduled
meeting for the final agenda items to be discussed.  If you
have questions regarding agenda items on the Planning
Commission, please call or email Sharon Allen at 435-628-
0606 or sallen@ivins.com.  If you have questions regarding
agenda items on the City Council, please call or email Kari
Jimenez at 435-628-0606 or kjimenez@ivins.com.

Public Hearing, discussion & consideration of removal of
STRO (Short-Term Rental Overlay) zoning district on
Crossings at Red Desert, located at approximately 800 South
Main.
Public Hearing, discussion & consideration of amendments to
Section 15.01.109 (1) of the Subdivision Ordinance and
Chapter 10 of the Zoning Ordinance Regarding Noticing
Requirements.
Discuss Land Use Institute.
Discuss the General Plan Chapters 1 through 3.

Public Hearing, discussion & consideration of Zoning Text
Amendments regarding Development Agreements.
Discuss the General Plan Chapters 1 through 3.

Discuss & consider a Final Plat extension for Desert Cove
Subdivision.
Discuss & consider approval of Resolution 2023-06R
requesting the Washington County Commission enact a 1%
sales tax to fund the provision of Emergency Medical
Services by Santa Clara/Ivins Fire and Rescue.
Continued discussion regarding Section 7.12.102 of the Ivins
City regarding the discharge of firearms and regarding
possible requirements for underground indoor shooting
ranges.
Discuss and consider capital project prioritization.
Continued discussion and consideration of Budgets to
complete Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2023 and the Budgets
for Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2024.

Public Hearing, discussion & consideration of removal of
STRO (Short-Term Rental Overlay) zoning district on
Crossings at Red Desert, located at approximately 800 South
Main.
Public Hearing, discussion & consideration of amendments to
Section 15.01.109 (1) of the Subdivision Ordinance and
Chapter 10 of the Zoning Ordinance Regarding Noticing
Requirements.
Discuss and consider approval of a Resolution approving the
Certified Property Tax Rate for Calendar Year 2024.

Planning Commission, May 30, 2023

Planning Commission, June 13, 2023

City Council, June 1, 2023

City Council, June 15, 2023

Even a simple pedestal for a newly installed piece of metal art
on the west side of City Hall is done to perfection. What a
thrill it was for me to walk around City Hall with CNN
Correspondent Bill Weir in a recent interview and have the
opportunity to point out that the beautiful Joshua trees that
Joseph searched for and obtained at little cost to the city and
the other native plants require no irrigation water. In an
interview focused on water conservation, that served as a
powerful image and example of our commitment as a city to
that effort. Thank you Benny & company for all you do to
make and keep Ivins City beautiful.
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stretch of road throughout the week instead of traveling home each night.  Edward Frei Jr. said “Arrowhead Road was a main artery of
travel for commercial and pleasure motor transportation between So. California and Utah and it skirted the south end of my field. 
 Sometimes the travelers had to hitch a team of horses to their cars to pull them up the sandy hills.”           

In 1943 Loren and Fern decided to move back to Santa Clara.  Fern passed away in September 1953 and Loren passed away in 1957
following a stroke.  They were survived by three children, Cleyon, Gar, and Lorna.               
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Ivins City History Articles by: Cherise Ence Spencer
In celebration of the 100 year settlement of Ivins, I am sharing with you some of the stories about the original pioneer families of Ivins. 
 For the next 12 months I will be putting a spotlight on each of the families and their accomplishments.  I hope you enjoy reading about
them as much as I have.  I want to thank Emma Fife who wrote “History of The Santa Clara Bench - Ivins Our Home Beneath the Red
Mountain'', Kay and Ellen Ence who wrote  “Lillie and Milo Ence Pioneer Stalwarts”, The Washington County Historical Society, and

the website Familysearch.org where I am able to read and learn about all these wonderful pioneers. - Cherise

Loren and Fern Stucki married on October 17, 1923.  When Loren and Fern were married, the little town

of Ivins had six families living there, when Loren found out he had an opportunity to build a home and
receive an acre of property to help build the community he didn’t hesitate.   It was said that Loren was a
very industrious young man and Fern a highly respected lady.  Their home was one of the quickest built.  In
September 1925 he began building their home and by November 30, 1925 Loren and Fern with one son were
the tenth family to move into Ivins.  Loren was made Constable and he also was employed to help work on
Old Highway 91 and other road projects. 

One of the many struggles that the original settlers had to deal with constantly were the roads.  The road
from St. George to California that came right through Santa Clara and Ivins was first known as the
Arrowhead Trail.  It was used by the early pioneers of Ivins to travel to Santa Clara and St. George, as well
as to Utah Hill, then on to the small towns of Littlefield, Arizona, and Mesquite and Bunkerville, Nevada. 
 When Ivins was first settled, the Arrowhead Trail and other roads consisted of sandy soil. Improving the
roads gave work to several men who lived in Ivins and throughout the area.  There was a good force of men
and teams working. At times there were up to forty men and twenty-three teams that were said to be
working.  Roads continued to be improved as the men traveled to “road camps” where they would work a 

Rulon and Vera Grace Stucki with one son moved to Ivins in December 1925, only one month after Loren and
Fern moved up to Ivins this made them the eleventh family to make a home here.  That is not the only date these
couples share.  Rulon and Vera Stucki were married on October 18, 1923 just one day after Loren and Fern
Stucki.  After they moved to Ivins, Vera's Uncle Harvey Staheli stayed and helped them that first year on the
farm while Grace was trying to regain her health.  Grace had a lot of infection resulting from a stillbirth she had
suffered one year prior.  Unfortunately that baby was not the only child they would lose.  Their oldest son
Wayne later enlisted in the army; he lost his life during World War II in 1944.  They moved back to Santa
Clara, around 1932 and Rulon got a job in Las Vegas.  Rulon and Vera later divorced.  Rulon passed away in
1978 in Las Vegas, Nevada.  Grace stayed in Santa Clara and worked as a supervisor of the school lunch
program for Washington County School District, retiring in 1966 after twenty years.  Grace passed away in
1983 at the age of eighty two.  They were survived by four children Max, Kay, Joan, and Brent.       

        Even though I was not able to find a lot of specific information about both of these families' lives while living in Ivins, I wanted to pay
tribute to their time and sacrifice of being an original pioneer of our town.  I have no doubt that they helped cultivate the farms,

children, and animals just like all the original families did.   Their main goal was to provide a living for their family and I know they
were able to accomplish this goal.   



IMPORTANT NUMBERS

Red Mountain Elementary
Jennifer Leavitt, Principal

Utility Payment Drop Box 

  Main Branch
     Santa Clara 
   Satellite Post Office
     Ivins

City Hall
Animal Services
Building/Zoning
Justice Court
Parks & Recreation
Police Dispatch  
SCI Public Safety
    Santa Clara
Public Works

Post Office

55 N Main (Northwest Side of Building)
435-628-0606
435-634-1049
435-634-9753
435-634-5728
435-634-7719
435-634-5730

435-652-1122
435-634-0689

435-628-2112

435-628-1381

 325 N Landfill Road, Washington, UT
 Monday - Friday: 7 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
 Saturday: 7 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
 http://www.wcsw.org/

Washington County Landfill

575 E Brigham Road, St. George, UT
Monday - Friday: 7 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday: 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Tree branches and yard green waste (no palm leaves)

Reuse Center
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School Updates

If you have a child who will be a new student attending
Red Mountain next year please go to the district website
at washk12.org and register them. This will help us
prepare for next year’s classes. You can also go there to
register your incoming kindergarten student.

The district will be providing lunches June 5 - June 29,
Monday - Thursday, at the school. It will be served at the
back of the school. Lunch will need to be eaten at the
school.

Have a fun, safe, and healthy summer.

Congratulations to two of Vista’s technology teachers,
Andrew Egbert and Jordan Bartholomew. for being honored
as the Engineering Educators of the Year for grades 7-12 for
the Southern Utah Stem awards. They run an incredible
Engineering Technology program at Vista School including
3D design, 3D printing, robotics, coding, and other related
skills. 

Advanced Choir took first place in their division at the Music
in the Parks competition in Northern Utah, followed by a day
of fun at Lagoon. 

Vista School’s VEX Robotics and VEX IQ teams in both
elementary and middle school competed in the World
Championship in Texas. Several of Vista’s teams placed high
in the rankings, including 16th in the world! 

End-of-year concerts and other performances were shared
nightly during May, along with student awards for
Technology and two fun Field Days. 

Many summer classes are available at vistautah.com/after-
school-programs
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Parks & Recreation

Upcoming Events

Flag Football Registration - For ages 6 to 12
Registration will open May 22nd through August 11th for our youth flag
football leagues! You can register online at ivins.com or in person at City
Hall (85 N Main St). 
Registration Fee: $30
Season begins mid-September - Games will be played on weekday evenings
The age divisions for this league will be as follows: 
Ages - 6 to 8 Coed (Mondays & Wednesdays)
Ages - 9 to 12 Coed (Tuesdays & Thursdays)
Ages determined as of October 31, 2023
Youth Summer Tennis Camp
A fun and organized tennis camp that offers youth the opportunity to explore
skills and fundamentals of tennis in a nonjudgmental, positive environment.
Come join us! Taught by local tennis pro Stephanie Judd. 
Monday June 5 – Thursday June 8
Little Ace: 8am-8:45am (for ages 5-9)
Big Ace: 8:45am-9:30am (for ages 10-13)
Advanced: 9:30am-10:15am (for ages 14+)
UNITY Park Tennis Courts 
$65/participant. Register online at ivins.recdesk.com

Family Movies in the Park
Friday evenings beginning August 5th and continuing until August 25th the
Ivins City Park baseball field will again become an outdoor movie theater!
We will be showing family features and it is free. Start time is approximately
8:30 p.m. (or when it is dark enough).

Please be kind and make sure everyone can enjoy the movie. If a family
member does not want to watch the movie, please do not let them run around
and disturb others who do. Please do not bring your pets with you to the
movie.

If you have a business and would like to help 
sponsor one of our movies, please contact the Parks
& Recreation office.
August 4th – Lilo and Stitch
August 11th – Lyle, Lyle Crocodile
August 18th – Encanto
August 25th – Hairspray

Current/Upcoming Program Registrations

Golf School
Register today for a golf class! Classes and programs for all abilities
and skill levels! https://golfinstituteofamerica.com/

Ages 12+

https://www.ivins.com/heritage-days-2023/


Do not overwater your yard. There are so many reasons not to do this, but protecting rivers is a
big one. Fertilizers, pesticides, and herbicides will run off with excess water. The nutrients from
fertilizers cause algae and its deleterious effects to explode. Pesticides and herbicides, even in
diluted quantities, are not healthy for the river environment.
Be litter conscious. Dispose of trash properly, pickup litter when its noticed, and participate in
community cleanup initiatives. Consider participating in the Ivins City Adopt-a-block program.
Thank you to those that are already participating!
Proper waste disposal. Household chemicals, batteries, oil, paints, and other hazardous materials
should be responsibly disposed of. These do not go into the regular garbage or the sewer.
Washington County Landfill holds a Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day twice each
year, usually in March and September. It’s free. 

400 East Storm Drain: A new storm drain system is being constructed on 400 East from 600 S to 800 S. The project started on May 8th.
The storm drain will be installed down the centerline of the roadway, which will limit the amount of pavement available for traffic. Traffic
control has been set up in a one-way configuration, from south to north. Anticipate that this configuration will remain through the duration of
the construction period. It is anticipated that the construction will take approximately 60 days. Please anticipate moderate traffic disruption,
delays, and detours.

Highway 91 Project: The HWY 91 project began early February. To date, construction crews have been working on underground utilities,
clearing shoulders, and preparing shoulders for sub grade and base course placement. Work has also begun on clearing and preparing sub
grades at the two roundabouts at 400 W. and Kwavasa Dr. There have been several weather delays and changes to the scope of the project
that will likely have an impact on the final completion date of the project. Information will be provided as the project gets closer to
completion.

The project generally entails resurfacing the roadway, adding a center landscape median, adding bike lanes to HWY 91 from 200 East to
Kwavasa, adding a 11’ wide pedestrian trail on the north side of HWY 91 from 200 East to Fire Lake Park, and the construction of two
roundabouts located at 400 West and Kwavasa. There will also be some utility improvements as well as intersection improvements at 200
West and Main Street. Anticipate mild to moderate disruption along HWY 91 continuing until September.
It is anticipated that the roadways and roundabouts will be done in segments. Below are the general segments and the anticipated work
timeline:

Road Segment 1 – 200 East to 400 West – late February to mid June (about 55 days)
Road Segment 2 – 400 West Roundabout – mid May to early July (about 40 days)
Road Segment 3 – 400 West to Kwavasa – early July to early August (about 30 days)
Road Segment 4 – Kwavasa Roundabout – early May to mid June (about 40 days)
A final asphalt overlay of all road segments, between 200 East and Kwavasa, is anticipated to be done in August.

The trails are also anticipated to be done in segments, below are the general segments and the anticipated work timeline:
Trail Segment 1 – 200 East to Main Street – early April to early June (20 days)
Trail Segment 2 – Main Street to 400 West – late April to late June (30 days)
Trail Segment 3 – 400 West Roundabout – late April to early July (35 days)
Trail Segment 4 – 400 West to Kwavasa – late May to late July (30 days)
Trail Segment 5 – Kwavasa to Kayenta Parkway – late June to late August (50 days)
Trail Segment 6 – Kayenta Parkway to Fire Lake Park – early June to early August (40 days)
This schedule is tentative and subject to change, but more accurate information will be provided each month as the project progresses.
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Construction Updates

It is our collective responsibility to ensure that our precious waterways remain clean and healthy for generations to come. Every year we
cover this important topic in the newsletter since it is vital that we protect this local resource. Nobody wants our washes, rivers, and
lakes to be full of trash, oils, and other chemicals. Practically every drop of water that flows off our lots and into our gutters, streets, and
storm drain inlets goes directly into washes that go directly into the Santa Clara River totally untreated. Not everybody knows that.
Unfortunately, human activities commonly contribute to polluted waterways. In Ivins we have very little industrial waste, but even our
local suburbs and agriculture can contribute to the problem. Here are top ways to help:

Public Works

water
wisdom

Help the City reach its goal to reduce water use by 10% over the next 10 years.

This is important to our future! For more tips go to: www.ivins.com or www.Slowtheflow.org.

It takes everyone
being aware and

educated about the
dangers posed to our

waterways to be
successful. Spread the

word. Also, it is
illegal to dump

hazardous chemicals
into our drainage
system. If you see

anyone do this
anywhere, call 911

and report it.



TUACAHN

SATURDAYS
9:00 A.M. TO 2:00 P.M.

VENDORS, ARTS, CRAFTS,
AND A GIFT SHOP.

MARKET

TUACAHN Center for the Arts
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IVINS ANIMAL SHELTER 
 & ADOPTION CENTER

474 NORTH 200 WEST
IVINS, UT 84738 

PHONE: 435-628-1049 
OPEN BY APPOINTMENT 

TUESDAY - SATURDAY
8 A.M. - 3 P.M.

IVINS NO-KILL ANIMAL SUPPORTERS (INKAS)
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Santa Clara – Ivins Animal Shelter has limited adoptable pets.
Please visit our Facebook Page “Santa Clara – Ivins Animal

Shelter and Adoption Center” or “Petfinder.com” to view our
adoptable pets. If you see a pet you are interested in, please

call the shelter at 435-628-1049 to schedule an appointment to
come meet one of our sweet fur kids. 

P e t  C o r n e r

charlie & the chocolate factory (preview)
Date: June 2,6,8,10,12,14,16,20,22,24,26,28,30

Time: 8:45 p.m. Tickets Start at $45

TARZAN
Date: June 1,3,5,7,9,13,15,17,19,21,23,27,29

Time: 8:45 p.m. Tickets Start at $45

beautiful - the carole king musical - preview
Date: friday, june 30, 2023 (hafen theatre)

Time: 7:30 p.m. Tickets Start at $32-$91

free to the public

Ivins No-Kill Animal Supporters (INKAS) is a 501(c)3 organization and a Registered Utah Charity. It was
founded in 2010 with the mission of providing support to Ivins Animal Shelter and Adoption Center, now
the Santa Clara-Ivins Animal Shelter. In 2006 our shelter became the first no-kill municipal shelter in the
state of Utah. Maintaining a no-kill shelter, as opposed to one the euthanizes animals after a set period of
time, is more costly because the animals needs must be met at the shelter until they are reclaimed by their
owners, adopted or transferred to an animal rescue organization. Through a memorandum of understanding
with Ivins City, INKAS provides support through veterinary care, specialty foods and other needed
supplies. Funds are raised through the sale of merchandise at various local events and through the donations
of many generous animal lovers. You can help by designating INKAS as your charity on Amazon Smile or
by donating on our website: inkas4pets.org.



“It’s a Wrap” 
entry deadline: june 9, 2023
artists notified of selection: july 5, 2023


The City of Ivins is looking for local artists to create
paintings or drawings of high creativity and aesthetic merit

that have relevance and connection with Ivins City’s
natural beauty and diverse area and community and

represent the theme “Out of the Desert”.



For more information, please click on the link below.
https://www.ivinsartscommission.com/call-for-artist






CENTER FOR THE ARTS AT KAYENTACENTER FOR THE ARTS AT KAYENTA
For information and tickets: 

kayentaarts.com or 435-674-2787
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Ivins Arts Commission Update

WEBSITE: www.ivinsartscommission.com
EMAIL: ivinsartscommission@ivins.com
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Even if you missed the show you can still get the
whole story!

On March 24th eight storytellers took the stage at The Center for the Arts at Kayenta for the first show of
Coyote Tales' 2023 season. The warm and encouraging crowd welcomed the mildly anxious but willing
performers to the spotlight to share their true tales based on the theme, "BUSTED." Stories ranged from a pair
of very interesting nighttime visitors, to a well-intentioned balloon stealing daughter, to an arctic
outdoorsman's encounter with a wolf.

GET THE WHOLE STORY - If you were unable to attend but want to hear the stories, please visit the Coyote Tales story archives on our
website at https://coyotetalesstories.com/

Our next event is scheduled for Saturday, September 9th at the Ivins City Heritage Days Festival. Theme for
the evening's stories is, 

"WILD."
If you are interested in getting on stage to share your story, please contact Victoria through the Coyote Tales

website.

https://coyotetalesstories.com/

